Digital Photography
Digital photography uses a range of electronic photo detectors to capture the image focused by the lens, as opposed to an exposure on photographic film. The captured image is then digitized and stored as a computer file ready for digital processing, viewing, digital publishing or printing.

( Until the arrival of such technology, photographs were made by exposing light sensitive photographic film, and used chemical photographic processing to develop and stabilize the image. By contrast, digital photographs can be displayed, printed, stored, manipulated, transmitted, and archived using digital and computer techniques, without chemical processing.)

Sensors and storage
Image sensors read the intensity of light, and digital memory devices store the digital image information as RGB color space or as raw data. Nearly all digital cameras use built-in and/or removable solid state flash memory. 
Performance metrics
The quality of a digital image is a composite of various factors, many of which are similar to those of film cameras. Pixel count (typically listed in megapixels, millions of pixels) is only one of the major factors. The processing system inside the camera that turns the raw data into a color-balanced and pleasing photograph is usually more critical (which is why some 4+ megapixel cameras perform better than higher-end cameras). Resolution in pixels is not the only measure of image quality. A larger sensor with the same number of pixels generally produces a better image than a smaller one. One of the most important differences is an improvement in image noise. This is one of the advantages of digital SLR cameras, which have larger sensors than simpler cameras of the same resolution.
· Lens quality: resolution, distortion, dispersion 
· Capture medium: CMOS, CCD, negative film, reversal film etc.

· Capture format: pixel count, digital file type (RAW, TIFF, JPEG), film format (135 film, 120 film, 5x4, 10x8).

· Processing: digital and / or chemical processing of 'negative' and 'print'.

Image noise / grain
Noise in a digital camera's image is remarkably similar to film grain in a film camera. At high ISO levels (film speed) the grain/noise becomes more apparent in the final image. From an artistic point of view, film grain and image noise may be desirable when creating a specific mood for an image. 
